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From the Rectory

As we begin a new calendar year
our minds turn to the things we
want to do, and to thought of

Afiresol utions. o I

edition of the magazine | asked
whether or not each church could
resolve to turn and look outside its
own needs and worries to the needs
and concerns of the community in
which we live. | would hazard a
guess that with all the pressures of
the last 12 months we probably,
none of us, managed to achieve
that particular resolution.

But in 2010 | am determined that
we each of us looks at our church
life, and consider the ways we
work, worship and organise events.

So, in the course of this year, | will
be arranging a meeting for each
church congregation to examine
church life, and | hope that as
many of you as possible will take
part in these exercises: there will
be one for each church.

Understanding why we do things
and knowing what we want to
achieve are essential in any sort of
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long term planning. It

will, in effect, be a

sort of revisiting of

the Mission Action Plans of a few
years back, which died a death. But
growth and planning are
inextricably linked: and to
understand that is the key to
success in mission and evangelism.

Jesus understood the need to plan,
train and encourage, and we see
him do all these things in the way
he dealt with his disciples in the
pages of the New Testament.

His call to the twelve who followed
him was not haphazard: his
teaching was persistent in the face
of their failure to understand his
motives and the predicted outcome
of death and resurrection: his
encouragement was tempered by
the occasional outburst of
impatience as they seemed
stubbornly obtuse in their failure to
realise what he was saying to them
and his reminder that they had to
travel from one place to another
relays to us that he had a plan in



