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hold meetings regularly abaint Mary’s Centre

the 2nd Tuesday of each month
12.30 pm - 2.30 pm

Refreshments available - Everyone Welco

For any inquiries please contact:
Yvonne Singleton 01639 681468 or Linda Cardy 096%9097
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Church leaders in Sri Lanka have called
for political dialogue and equality for all
peoples, after the government claimed
victory in the long-running civil war on
the island.

Aid agencies working in the northern part

of the country warned of the huge
humanitarian cost of the conflict.
Hundreds of thousands of Tamil civilians
- some reports saying up to 300,000 -
were said to be displaced. The agencies
complain that it is still difficult to verify
numbers, owing to limited media access
to the conflict zone.

The Bishop of Colombo, the Rt Revd
Duleep de Chickera, said this week that
the end of the war marked “a decisive
point in the history of our beautiful and
beloved country”. He lamented that “for
too long, too many lives have been lost.”
Christian Aid reported that thousands of
civilians who escaped the fighting were
being held in camps by the Sri Lankan
government. These were “severely
overcrowded and unable to meet basic
food and shelter needs”.

Darishini Mahandren, the Christian Aid
programme officer in Jaffna, in northern
Sri Lanka, said people were arriving
every day in a malnourished state,
having been cut off from fishing and

farming opportunities for months. The aid

agency is working with local
organisations to provide relief, and it
hopes to provide counselling for those
traumatised by the war.

Save the Children described the
temporary camps as “chaotic”. It found in
a survey of 100 shelters that 72 per cent
of families had been separated.

The International Committee of the Red
Cross said that it had been forced to
suspend the distribution of emergency
supplies, after government forces
blocked access to aid camps.

The Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Colombo, Dr Oswald Gomis, called for
the people of Sri Lanka to forget their
ethnic, political, and religious differences,
and begin the “great task of nation
building.
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